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Khirbet Qumran, the shores of the Dead Sea, 1952: 

An archaeological site is encamped outside the entrance of a cave. A team of archaeologists is spread throughout the camp. Hearing shouts from inside the cave, the men come running in. A group of men are hunched over digging into the side of the cave wall. Breaking a large hole through the side of the wall, a jar can be seen in the middle of the floor in another chamber. Moving inside, a man in the center of the group slowly and carefully removes two documents. All the men peer over the man’s shoulder in eager anticipation. Their eyes light up and cheers echo in unison around the cave walls. The two documents are part of the Dead Sea Scrolls. The man in the center stands up and faces the men holding the two Dead Sea Scrolls with a grin. Dr. Jones places his fedora on his head with a look of satisfaction. The men congratulate him, slapping him on the back. He holds the scrolls up to a lamp to examine them. One of the scrolls is composed of heavily oxidized copper. Because of their age they are too brittle to unroll.

Jones looks up as a tremor can be faintly felt throughout the cave. A man shouts to him exclaiming it appears they have unwanted visitors. The men rush outside as the sounds can now be heard as helicopter blades. A storm has moved in with large waves crashing close to the site blowing tents and equipment. The men look in the direction of the sound of the helicopter as a heavy downpour of rain drenches them. Lights can be seen from the sky as the men scatter, chasing after equipment. Jones carefully takes the scrolls and wraps them under a piece of tent fragment. Looking up he recognizes an American helicopter. He yells above the wind and rain saying it’s one of ours as bullets ricochet off of the descending helicopter. He tells them to hold their fire as an explosion hits the camp and he realizes they are not alone. Following the shots and explosives, he looks up and recognizes Bedouins and Nomadic Arabs on the edge of the cliff. The helicopter pulls up and turns around preparing to make another pass.

The site is a scene of chaos amidst the storm and explosions hitting the men heavily. The archaeological team is slaughtered, picked off one by one. The helicopter comes around but the winds increase making it difficult to maneuver. The helicopter heads in the direction of the Bedouins and fires a succession of missiles, causing massive destruction among the cliff tops. The Bedouins are overlooking the cave entrance, causing the explosions to create an avalanche of rock and large debris that showers onto the men in the camp, covering what is left of the site. Jones and three men are able to find shelter, hugging the front of the rocky walls. The mass of the explosions have quelled the opposition, and the helicopter hovers, shakily scanning for survivors of the archaeological team. Jones and the men move from the shelter and wave their arms in the direction of the helicopter. The helicopter sees their location and slowly descends, the wind and rain battering its sides. The first man attempts to climb aboard as the helicopter touches the ground. Jones assists the other two men who are injured as they try to board the helicopter.

Shots ring out from all directions, hitting the men climbing aboard in the back of the head and chest and taking Jones' hat right off his head. In the confusion a Bedouin manages to leap aboard, attacking the pilot. The helicopter immediately bolts upward in an ascending fashion spinning around. Jones lunges out of the way grabbing his hat in the process while returning fire with his revolver at the surviving Bedouins. Getting back to his feet, he holsters his gun, and grabs the two scrolls and stuffs them in his jacket. In one fluid motion, he takes his whip and snaps it around the helicopter's ski lurching him into the air. The helicopter is spinning around in every direction rising and spiraling downward. The pilot struggles as the Bedouin attempts to knife him.

Jones flies through the air. hanging on for life, his eyes dart down at the rocky waters. Bullets fly by his head as the Bedouins continue to fire. He painfully manages to climb his way up the whip, all the while the crazy motion of the helicopter prevents his hold. Making it to the edge of the helicopter’s, he pulls himself up jerking his whip back. He immediately lunges towards the cockpit to free the pilot from the Bedouin’s grasp, but not before the knife jabs down into the pilot's chest. The Bedouin pushes out the pilot onto the rocks and takes hold of the stick. Jones wraps his whip around the unsuspecting Bedouin’s neck. The Bedouin's hands go for his throat as the helicopter swoops downward and Jones loses his hold. The Bedouin pulls up on the stick, leveling the helicopter, removing the whip from his throat. Jones recovers his balance, and hits the Bedouin in the face from the side, stunning him. The helicopter moves towards a rock face. Jones takes control of the stick and continues to hit the Bedouin pulling the stick sharply as the blades scrape the rocks. The Bedouin recovers himself, hitting Jones in the head with the butt of the whip. He pulls Jones’ revolver from his holster and smiling fanatically, places the gun to Jone’s temple. He pulls the trigger only to hear the click of an empty chamber. The Bedouin’s smiling face turns panic stricken as Jones delivers an elbow to his chin knocking him out of the helicopter. Jones regains control of the helicopter, shaking his head.



Jerusalem, Solomon’s Temple. 1962

A young man and woman make their way into a dark catacomb, the only light is from their lanterns. The young man anxiously moves forward into the passageway while the woman follows behind. The woman is looking at a map, occasionally glancing behind her. They come to a dead end where the young man begins to chisel away loose rock. After clearing away the rock debris, they come upon an empty chamber. Their eyes instinctively move towards the ceiling. They gaze upon the Star of David constructed of an ancient metal embedded in the rocky ceiling. The young man eagerly reaches up and begins to pry a section of the star. After several minutes the triangle breaks away. He holds a piece of the star, a triangle that is twelve inches on all sides. As he moves to place the triangle in his pouch, the lantern's light flickers slightly as a small breeze makes its way into the passageway. He begins to turn and suddenly feels a crushing blow to the side of his face. As he loses consciousness, he sees a pair of boots.

Jones is giving a lecture to a large body of people and press inside the university. The flash of lights from cameras are sporadic. His lecture regards his discovery of the Copper Scroll and also a book he has written on the subject.

For five years after the discovery, scholars and experts discussed ways of opening the scroll. Finally, they decided to cut the scroll into twenty three strips, each one curved into a half-cylinder. The treasures described in the Copper Scroll consist of vast quantities of gold and silver, as well as many coins and vessels. It is difficult to assess the value of what is described since no one is certain what the weights in the scroll are actually equivalent to.

The text is written in Hebrew, certainly a known language, but most ancient Hebrew texts are religious in nature, and the Copper Scroll is anything but religious. Most of its vocabulary is simply not found in the Bible or anything else from ancient times. Not only is the vocabulary of the scroll very technical, some of the geographical locations are unknown. After so many years, most of the places described are too specific, and refer to locations that no longer exist. There are those who suggest that the scroll is simply a work of fiction, that the treasures never actually existed. To date no one knows for certain if any of the treasures have been found. Few would disagree, however, that the Copper Scroll if proven valid by discoveries of the sacred treasures it lists, is the most valuable document ever written.

Jones steps down from the podium while the audience claps and press for questions. Jones quickens his pace to the nearest exit. The crowd follows him to his office where he forces himself through more people waiting by the door. His office is torn apart with drawers open and papers scattered. He slumps in his chair where his trusted fedora lays on his desk. A well dressed man appears from the back of the office. Jones instinctively moves for his revolver in the drawer. The man asks to pardon his intrusion but was wondering if Dr. Jones would be kind enough to sign his book? The man remarks that perhaps he should hire new help. Jones is not amused as he autographs the book while the man introduces himself as a representative of a Dr. Julius Milton. The man sits down and explains that Dr. Milton would like to meet with him for he has important information regarding the Copper Scroll.

The limo passes through a gate and pulls up in front Milton's mansion. Jones and the man step out and proceed into the main entrance. The man leaves Jones in a corridor where glass cases containing several artifacts surround him. He browses through the corridor looking with interest at the collection. From the opposite end of the corridor a man appears. He introduces himself as Dr. Milton. Milton is the head af an archaeological department in the United States government for the excavation of antiquities. Jones follows Milton to his private study where a large table covered in glass encases two metal nails.

Jones becomes excited because he is familiar with these nails. Milton elaborates that the two nails are the true nails used in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. After traveling the world searching for the true nails, the two were acquired from Constantine’s statue which was set on a porphyry column in the Forum at Constantinople. These nails were tested on two individuals dying of cancer. They were miraculously cured proving the nails’ validity. High priests from the Temple in Jerusalem allegedly hid the third true nail under Solomon’s Temple. This theory was confirmed when the third true nail was recently recovered by a man and his associate contracted through Milton.

The Templar knights excavated underneath Herod's Temple in Jerusalem and supposedly found a second Copper Scroll that was was a treasure map pinpointing the exact location of the original Copper Scroll treasures. It took them nine years to complete this excavation when overnight they became very wealthy convincing scholars they had uncovered treasures pertaining to the Copper Scroll. At the turn of the century, remnants of Templar artifacts were unearthed, proving the Templars had indeed excavated there at an earlier date. During the persecution of the Templar's, a group of knights were able to escape to Scotland where a descendent constructed an exact duplicate geographically and architecturally of Herod's Temple at Rossyln. Supposedly the second Copper Scroll was hidden underneath the floor in an opening large enough to hold it. No one knows for certain if the Templar Knights found the treasures under Herod's Temple. If they were able to excavate the treasures mapped out in the second Copper Scroll, could there have been more treasures described in other locations they were not able to obtain?

The man and his associate were captured by the Soviets and an Arab faction. The Soviets now possess the third nail and are aware of its rumored significance but fortunately do not know the location of the other two. Milton's sources informed him, however, that Stalin may have agents posing as United States government officials to get close to Milton to to apprehend the other two. Having made political connections through campaign contributions to the President, Milton has the influence as well as the power to rescue these Americans. If these treasures do exist, they can be used as leverage against Stalin to help negotiations in ending the Cold War. Stalin needs the treasures to fund military nuclear power. This wealth could enable Stalin to match if not surpass the American governments nuclear capabilities. Milton needs Dr. Jones to aid the rescue of the man and his associate and oversee the safe recovery of the third nail. Dr. Jones can complete his quest and help end the fear the country lives each day from potential nuclear attack.

Jones is the world's foremost figure on the Copper Scroll and the only one who has the information to complete the quest. When he returned to the states, he deciphered and kept one of the scrolls for himself. A section of the scroll described a map detailing the schematics of a chamber. The scroll section also described the nails used to crucify Jesus Christ for the use as a key to obtain undescribed treasures within the chamber. This can only be achieved by using the alleged second Copper Scroll map which designates the geographic location. Jones has, on more than occasion, the reputation of being a grave robber than an archaeologist. Milton would rather work with Jones than question his reputation. It is agreed that once Jones brings back the nail, he will hand over the section of the scroll to Milton under the condition that together they will excavate Rossyln, and if the second Copper Scroll exists, they will take the three nails to obtain the treasures.

Jones flies to Jerusalem and the plane lands in an isolated air field outside the city. He rondevues with an American Special Forces Team. They board a truck and drive towards the city. Under the cover of night, they are able to rescue the young man and woman but are not able to recover the nail. On their way back to the air field, the young man explains to the team leader and Dr. Jones that he was interrogated by an Arab archaeologist along with several Soviets. They wanted to know the locations of the other two nails. Before the American team moved in, they left with the nail. Jones recognizes the woman as one of his students who assisted him on a project in the past. The truck pulls up and the team leader and a few of the troops lead the group towards the plane. Jones and the woman continue to converse while the young man is left out. The other troops take up the rear behind them. The young man is irritated from having the attention taken from him. He quickens his pace and moves towards the front. Firing erupts hitting the men in the back of the group. Jones pulls the woman towards some boulders, dodging the fire. The team leader and young man with the troops return fire but are vulnerable in the open area. Explosions in unison with the heavy gunfire kill off the remaining troops. The team leader and the young man catch up with Jones and the woman. Bullets ricochet off the boulder protecting them, making it difficult to fire back. They are close to the plane and the team leader yells for them to make a run for it as he covers them. Bullets and explosions are everywhere as they rush towards the plane. They jump aboard as bullets pierce the plane and fuel tanks. The fuel gushes out as Jones gets behind the wheel and starts the engines.

The young man pushes the woman to the floor and falls on top of her. Bullets rip through the body of the plane past their heads. The team leader continues to return fire, edging his way closer to the plane. The plane accelerates down the runway while three Soviet jeeps pursue them. The team leader runs along side the plane and leaps inside, but not before getting shot in the leg. Ravenwood slides along the floor and pulls him in. The plane continues to make its way down the runway. Jones has difficulty in accelerating with the fuel spewing out on the ground. The fuel ignites sending a stream of flames up the runway. The flash of the fuel takes out two of the jeeps and continues its path towards the plane. The plane's engines grind to a halt as they jump out just before the flame leaps inside the fuel tanks. The explosion causes the third jeep to blow. Thinking they are safe, they look up to see numerous guns pointing at them.

Jones, the young man and team leader are held in a room with black hoods over their faces and hands tied. A door opens and the Arab archaeologist accompanied by a Soviet leader enter with two armed men. The Soviet leader instructs the guards to remove the hoods. The Arab approaches the young man addressing him Ravenwood stating how nice it is to see him again. Jones looks up because he knows the name Ravenwood. At this moment, the woman walks into the room and stands next to the Soviet leader. Ravenwood gasps in awe realizing what is happening. The woman orders the Soviet leader to have them untied. The Soviet leader begins to protest but she cuts him off. The woman walks over to Jones in a seductive fashion. Whispering to him, she fondly recalls how much she enjoyed working with him. Ravenwood hears this and in a jealous rage hits Jones in the jaw. He reels backwards into a guard knocking him off balance.

Jones grabs the gun from the guard and hits him across the face. Spinning around he shoots the other guard. Ravenwood lunges at the Arab sending them to the floor while the Soviet leader pulls his gun on the team leader, using him as a shield. The woman backs away slowly towards the doorway. Ravenwood gets the Arab in a headlock and chokes him. The Soviet leader tells Dr. Jones to drop his gun or he will shoot the team leader. The team leader begins to shout but the Soviet shoots him in the back. Everyone freezes. The Soviet points the gun at Ravenwood's head threatening to kill him too. Jones, without blinking, shoots right through the dead leader, killing the Soviet. A surprised Ravenwood releases his hold on the Arab who gags for air. Dr. Jones instructs Ravenwood to tie the Arab's hands as he pulls the woman towards him.

Exiting the room, they realize they are aboard a ship. They move down a hallway only to be met by Soviet soldiers at the other end. Dr. Jones tells them to back off as he pushes the woman forward. Milton emerges from behind the soldiers. Ravenwood and Jones give him a dirty look. Milton congratulates them for playing pawns in his chess game. Milton asks the woman how she is. Alicia says she will be fine once the gun is off her back. Ravenwood looks at Milton and the woman with disgust. Looking Jones square in the eye, Milton asks Ravenwood if he enjoyed working with his father?

Milton turns from Jones and looks to Ravenwood. Simultaneously Ravenwood and Jones stare each other in the face. Jones swears under his breath. Ravenwood looks at Dr. Jones in a relaxed manner and with a questioning tone calls him dad? Jones manages a weak smile. Ravenwood's fake demeanor abruptly turns to rage as he grabs Jones by the throat and throws him to the floor. Ravenwood chokes him when a large Soviet's hand lifts Abner off. Jones gasps for air while Ravenwood kicks his legs in midair swinging while the large Soviet holds him by his shirt. Milton smiles as the large Soviet drags the two to their respective cells.

Dr. Jones questions Ravenwood and eventually him to admit that Marion Ravenwood is his mother but has been dead for two years. Dr. Jones conveys his condolences but Abner quickly cuts him off. Ravenwood was named after Marion's late father, Professor Abner Ravenwood. Dr. Jones tells his son that Marion never told him she was pregnant and it was never his intention to make his son hate him. Dr. Jones tells him his father was never around when he needed him and when he finally established a relationship he died too soon. He would never have treated his own son the same way. Abner tells him that it's too late. Abner agrees for the sake of his mother's memory and their current situation, he will work together with his father.

 

Rossyln, Scotland.

The ship pulls into the harbor and Jones and Abner are led out by the large Soviet. They are dressed in civilian clothes. The Arab and Alicia escort them to ensure they recover the second Copper Scroll. Milton warns Dr. Jones not to try anything foolish because they will be watched at all times. The four proceed to the site where posing as tourists they join a group but then break away from the crowd. Slipping down a corridor, they go towards the center of the chapel. Jones knows the approximate location in the floor as he begins to tap for hollow stone. Moving along the floor he hears two hollow ones. The Arab keeps watch as Jones and Abner begin to smash the two hollow stones with a large piece of jagged rock. Alicia watches them intently as they remove the stones and reveal a small opening. Adjusting their eyes to the darkness, they are able to make out a chest approximately the same size as the opening. They remove the chest and cover the opening. Back at the ship, they change back into their clothes and are escorted by guard to the deck. Opening the chest, Dr. Jones deciphers the second Copper Scroll. Milton is pleased by this and asks Dr. Jones to hand over the section from the other scroll. Milton has Jones' hat twirling it around in his hand. Dr. Jones tells him it is out of his hands. Milton places the hat on his head and then takes Jones' whip and gun from the large Soviet. Mocking Dr. Jones, he snaps the whip back and forth and waves the gun in the air. Handing the whip and gun back to the large Soviet, he turns to Abner and repeats the same question. Abner denies any knowledge of the other scroll section. He places the hat on Abner's head with a smile. Abner, not missing a beat, casually tosses the hat on the deck. Amused, Milton stoops down to pick it up.

He stops as he notices a piece of paper protruding from the inner band. He unrolls it to reveal a copy of the other scroll section. He congratulates Dr. Jones for his cleverness. Milton places the hat back on his head, curtly ordering the guards to line up Dr. Jones and Abner at the edge of the rail and shoot them. As Milton begins to ascend the stairs to the upper deck, he orders Alicia to be lined up and shot as well. Alicia is shocked and strongly protests kicking the guards as they drag her to the edge. Standing alongside them, Abner smirks at her. Milton and the Arab look down at them while the Arab smugly holds up the three nails. Jones scowls at them.

Abner abruptly asks a guard for a cigarette. Jones and Alicia give him a sideways glance. The guard does not respond as Abner continues to chide. The guard reluctantly extends a packet shaking one loose. Abner pats his pockets for a light looking at the guard for help. Milton impatiently orders the guard to give him a lighter. Abner smiles as the guard hands him the lighter. Abner lights his cigarette and takes a drag. He extends his hand forward to return the lighter and with a turn of his wrist makes it disappear. The guard blinking looks at Abner's hand which turns into a fist punching him in the face. Abner grabs the gun from the guard, hitting him in the jaw with the butt end. Abner backhands Alicia in the face sending her over the edge below into a small boat.

Jones grabs a guard and knees him in the stomach. Abner shoots another guard and takes his grenades. He proceeds to shoot the remaining startled guards on the deck. Heading to the outer door, he tosses a grenade inside closing and locking it as the sound of the explosion stifles Soviet cries. Jones dashes towards the stairs and runs up the steps. Reaching the top, he starts towards Milton and the Arab but the large Soviet intercepts him. He levels a fist in his side sending Jones backwards from the blow hitting the deck hard. The large Soviet kicks the gun a way and lifts Jones up with one hand by the throat. He punches him repeatedly in the face and stomach. Jones attempts to breath, gasping from the strength of the Soviet. Looking past the Soviet's shoulder, he sees Milton smile at him. This enrages Jones as he glares at the Soviet.

Swinging both feet up in midair, he throws all his weight into the midsection of the Soviet. The Soviet's arm slackens as Jones' head butts him in the face breaking the Soviet's nose. The Soviet covers his face with both hands and falls to his knees. Jones hits the deck hard again but gets back to his feet. He kicks the Soviet in the face and stomach, rendering him unconscious. He grabs his whip and gun from the Soviet's side and starts after Milton and the Arab who run for the main control room. Jones in mid stride snaps his whip rapping it around the Arab's neck.

The sudden jolt pulls the Arab back and Jones forward sending the nails to the deck. Milton sees this and heads back for them. As he reaches down for the nails, Abner's foot comes down on them and points the rifle in Milton's face shaking his head. The Arab tries to remove the whip from his neck but Jones gets to his feet and regains his hold. He begins to walk towards the Arab reeling his whip. The Arab goes for a knife inside his clothes but Jones draws his pistol pointing it at his head. Abner looks over to his father and nods to him in a cocky fashion.

Jones rolls his eyes when an explosion propels the locked outer door forward. Large groups of Soviets pour out onto the deck and go for the stairs. Abner kicks Milton in the side, taking his father's hat. Picking up the nails, he heads to the edge of the deck. Jones follows suit, hitting the Arab in the head with his gun. Teetering at the edge, Abner hands the nails to his father who stuffs them in his jacket. Abner hands over his father's hat with a grin. Dr. Jones yells thanks as they return fire while bullets fly by them. Looking around frantically, Jones spots a cable close to the small boat. He yells for Abner to grab hold of his waist. Abner stops firing and turns around with eyebrows raised. Dr. Jones throws him an annoyed look as Abner reluctantly throws his arms around his father. Abner drops two grenades into the smoke stack as the whip cracks out in unison, wrapping around the cable.

Swinging through the air, a huge explosion erupts behind them spewing bodies and carnage. Abner loses his hold and falls, but catches his father's leg. Bullets fly all around them as Soviets are on the bottom deck. A Soviet aims his rifle at them but Abner kicks him in the head sending him overboard. Falling into the boat, Abner pulls down on the lever to release it into the water. Jones unravels his whip and pulls it towards him. As they descend quickly, the chains become caught, jolting the boat, sending Abner and Alicia into the water. Jones is stunned momentarily from the shock but instinctively fires his revolver on the chains, setting the boat free. Shaking his head, he looks for his son and Alicia. He sees them surface momentarily with Abner holding Alicia's head above water. He starts the boat's motor and heads in their direction. The explosion has started a chain reaction as the ship begins to sink.

Milton angrily drags the Arab and large Soviet to their feet as they move towards the helicopter. Jones helps Abner and Alicia aboard and they accelerate towards the Dead Sea Shore. Looking behind them coughing, Alicia exclaims they have company. Father and son turn around to see the remaining Soviets in two boats start towards them. One last explosion obliterates the remainder of the ship as the boats pursue them. The Soviets fire from both boats gaining rapidly. They return fire but but the boats are having a difficult time with accuracy from the choppy waves. One boat moves along side and three Soviets jump aboard attacking Abner and Alicia. The two boats stop firing so as to not hit their own men. Dr. Jones backhands one Soviet against the face who has Alicia pinned and then yells for her to take the wheel. He lunges at the Soviet and knocks him out of the boat. Abner is held down by one Soviet and being hit by the other. Jones grabs the Soviet hitting his son and knocks him across the head. Abner flings his head backwards knocking the Soviet in the face. He pulls the pin from the grenade in the Soviet's belt. Turning around he punches him in the face and throws him into the other boat closing in again. He yells at Alicia to turn hard as a gush of water and debris hit them from the exploding boat. The stunned Soviet looks up from the boat and cracks a nervous smile. Jones smiles back with an uppercut to the jaw sending the Soviet overboard. The other boat moves in firing heavily. Jones takes control of the boat from Alicia, keeping her head down in the process. A huge explosion hits the water and they look up to see a helicopter fly over their heads.

Milton swears at the Arab for firing too close emphasizing he needs them alive for the nails. He orders the large Soviet to come around for another pass. Jones looks up to see the Dead Sea Shoreline immediately in front of the speeding vessel. Aa the helicopter moves in for another pass, Jones maneuvers the boat closer to the Soviets. The Soviets swerve hard to avoid him. Jones is directly behind them as the boats near the shoreline. The Soviets begin to slow as the shoreline approaches. The helicopter comes around to bear its missiles. Dr. Jones yells for his son and Alicia to jump. They dive off as the missiles explode their boat, causing the Soviets to be destroyed as well. Milton just stares at the Arab. He orders the large Soviet to scan the water for survivors.

The smoke screen aids them ashore undetected. Coughing up water, they look at the helicopter scanning the area. They move from the beach and conceal themselves among the rocks. Both Jones and Abner look at Alicia in a non - trusting manner. Alicia retorts she was only doing what she felt was right and they are better off working together. Abner glares at her while Dr. Jones says he has heard that one before. Finally the helicopter flies towards the mainland. Alicia says they must hurry if they want to reach the site first. Dr. Jones smiles and tells her to trust him because they have some time. Alicia and Abner look at each other and shrug. Inside the city of Jerusalem, they borrow some horses and leave. They ride along the shores of the Dead Sea until Jones stops at the perimeter of a large cave. Looking behind them they discover Alicia has disappeared. They swear in unison and dismount.

A large group of Soviets are encamped outside Herod's Temple. The large Soviet follows an enraged Milton outside into the night. No trace of Jones and his companions have been recovered. He now realizes that Jones gave him a false map and they are somewhere alive close. Milton tells the large Soviet that they leave first light. With torches, Jones and Abner cautiously enter the cave. Dr. Jones instructs Abner to follow his lead and to not touch anything. Abner rolls his eyes and instinctively his father turns around catching him. Jones shakes his head and moves forward. Abner asks father how he knows where they're going. Dr. Jones taps his forehead to which Abner responds sarcastically. Jones ignores the remark as the passageway comes to a steep slope. They move further into the hole when Jones stops. He feels a gush of air move through which blows out their torches. Completely dark, the rocky ground is slick with a film.

Dr. Jones tells Abner not to move but Abner panics bumping into his father as they slip and fall down a hole. They land painfully in a small cavern. They feel around for their torches and pick them up. Abner takes the lighter from his pocket and attempts to relight them. They hear a strange scratching sound that becomes increasingly loud. Abner relights the torches illuminating thousands of scorpions. The scorpions are everywhere clinging to the ceiling walls and floor, heading towards them. They look at each other grimacing. Looking around instinctively, Jones spots an entrance to a corridor in the side of the wall. Carved in the stone door is a crucifix with three holes a the left, right and bottom ends. Jones removes the nails from his pocket as Abner tells him to hurry.

The scorpions are closing in fast while Abner waves the torch and kicks them away. Jones inserts the nails into the holes which brings down a large stone face. Abner dodges out of the way, nearly crushed, as it encloses them into a small room. Jones shrugs at Abner and turns back to the door. He removes the nails and inserts them again, substituting each in the holes. A grinding noise is heard and abruptly stops. They look at each other expectantly. Abner hears another sound though different. He turns slowly and groans as water begins to flow from the corners of the room. Jones turns to the door again and repeats the process.

The water intensifies, filling the room at a rapid pace. Jones removes the nails once more and is about to insert them again when Abner tries to grab them. In the process he knocks them out of his father's hands. Dr. Jones swears, telling him to hold the other nail and keep the other torch above water. The water is above their waists as Jones dives under to retrieve them. Fumbling in the water, he feels around the rocky floor and pulls them back up. The water has risen above the door and is pushing them up towards the jagged roof. Jones goes under again taking the other nail from Abner. Inserting two of the nails, he feels for the other hole as the torch goes out. He inserts the other nail and the door begins to open. Jones removes the nails, putting them in his pocket as they gush out into a narrow slide at an alarming rate.

They continue to increase their speed when they are slung out into midair. As they fall, Jones grabs his whip, snapping it around a ledge above them. Abner grabs his father's leg, as they both tumble into a vast darkness. Abner loses his hold, but Jones catches him. Jones rocks Abner back and forth but the whip is losing its hold. With a final rocking motion, he swings Abner onto the ledge of the pit. The whip unravels and Jones falls, but Abner reaches over the edge, grabbing the whip in midair. Abner lurches forward, struggling not to be pulled over. He braces his feet against a rock and, grimacing pulls on the whip. As Jones reaches the top, Abner grins and goes for his father's hand, letting go of the whip. Jones swears as he falls again while Abner lunges at the whip, barely holding on. He pulls his father up and grabs both his hands, pulling him to safety. Jones looks at his son and shakes his head.

They follow the ledge of the pit where it leads to an entrance in the side of the wall. Peering in, the room gives the appearance of a chapel with light coming from large kerosene vases semetrically placed around the perimeter. Carved in the rocky walls are large pictures depicting the fourteen stations of the cross representing Christ's journey beginning with His condemnation to His burial in the tomb. The floor is composed of large stones that ascend to an exit in the distance. Abner begins to move forward but Jones holds him back. Jones takes the lead glancing to either side of the walls. Jones stops as he sees another crucifix encarved in the stone floor. The holes are imbedded in the cross on either side horizontally. Jones removes the nails from his pocket and bends down. Abner grabs him by the arm asking which of the nails he is going to use. Jones looks at the nails shrugging and holds them up to Abner. Abner tentatively chooses two and Jones slowly inserts them in the holes. Abner and Jones tensely hold their breath. They look at each other letting out a sigh.

The ground starts to give way. Jones grabs the nails as Abner pulls him to his feet. Looking behind them, Dr. Jones orders Abner to fall. He continues to run and Jones yanks him to the floor and the ground stops falling. Abner looks at his father confused. Dr. Jones tell him to do exactly as he instructs. Dr. Jones orders him to run, and immediately the ground starts falling again. Dr. Jones orders him to fall and again the ground stops just behind them. Abner understands now as he observes his father looking at the pictures of how Christ fell three times on His journey to Golgotha. They are about halfway to the exit. Dr. Jones tells him to run again. Their pace is difficult on the slope of the path. The ground continues to fall beneath them. They lunge forward as the ground disappears completely from their feet. They fall and grab hold of the edge of the exit, legs dangling. They pull themselves up breathing heavily.

Looking ahead, they see the stone floor continuing to the top of a large mound of earth. Three life size quadrilatrical crosses are imbedded with a fifth extremity protruding from their centers. The crosses are equal in measure and appearance. Standing up, they proceed ahead with caution. Moving forward slowly, Abner steps on a stone where fire is thrusted upwards at him, setting his clothes on fire. He rolls onto the floor while his father helps put out the flames. His arms burned, Abner looks ahead stubbornly. Dr. Jones instructs him to wait here for him and not to move. Abner begins to protest but Jones cuts him off with a stare. He continues on looking at the stones carefully. He successfully manages to reach the crosses but not before setting off one of the large stones. He falls forward and rolls all the way to the base of the mound as the stones sets off fire sporadically behind him.

Abner runs forward to assist his father catching up to him unscathed. Jones shakes his head as they look up at the crosses thoughtfully. Upon closer inspection, each cross has one hole towards the bottom past the fifth extremity. Father and son look at each other as Abner groans. Taking the nails, Jones holds them up again to Abner who shakes his head. Jones approaches the center cross and is about to insert a nail when Abner stops him. He tells him that Christ's cross is always depicted in the center and this is probably a decoy. Dr. Jones retorts that Christ's cross was also thought the tallest so any of them could be the right one. Abner reluctantly agrees, letting go of his arm. Standing beneath the center cross, Jones inserts a nail. The ground violently gives way beneath him as the ground begins to sink. Jones grabs on to the edge, struggling. Abner dives forward grabbing his father's hand with his. The cross continues to sink and Abner stretches forward with his other hand trying to remove the nail. Dr. Jones yells at him to let it go but Abner persists. Dr. Jone's hold loosens as he calls his son by his first name quietly to please let it go. Abner stops and looks down at his father.

He takes his father's other hand and pulls him up. Looking down, the cross disappears into an abyss. Father and son share a brief look of mutual respect and move their attention to the other crosses. Jones takes the two remaining nails and asks Abner to choose a nail and the next cross. Abner takes a nail and moves to the left cross. he looks at the cross sternly and inserts the nail. A noise is heard like a stealth projectile. Jones leaps forward and throws Abner to the ground as a spear flings over their heads. Jones and Abner look up to see Jones' hat imbedded in the cross with the spear. They look at each other and shake their heads. Abner removes the spear and hands the hat back to his father. Abner flings the spear aside and removes the nail. Father and son look at the remaining cross and in unison state He shall sit at the right hand of the Father. They look at each other nodding as Jones takes the nail contemplating which to use. Abner asks what if the nail that is supposed to be used went down with the center cross. Dr. Jones tells him there is only one way to find out.

Jones takes a nail and standing solemnly in front of the cross inserts it. They brace themselves expectantly. The rocky wall behind the earth mound begins to move exposing a chamber filled with three large urns. Jones removes the nail placing it in his pocket and they move forward excitedly. Looking inside the first two, they see large quantities of gold, silver, coins and vessels. They stare at the fortune in front of them. Abner turns his attention to the third urn and peers in. It is filled with scorpions.

Abner kicks the urn to the side revealing a hole. Looking into the hole, they see it descend into a passageway. They look up as the entire room begins to shake. Abner looks past the chamber and sees the ceiling cave in, heading in their direction. They disappear into the hole dragging the urns with them as the ceiling comes down covering it. The hole opens into a large cavern where at the other end they can see daylight. Feeling rejuvenated, they head towards the light dragging the urns. Halfway there, Soviet soldiers appear and enter the cavern, drawing their weapons. Milton, along with the Arab and large Soviet, appears from the back. Milton smiles at them and orders the men to take the urns outside. Milton, the Arab and the large Soviet head back out while Milton orders the men to shoot them. Two Soviets take the urns outside and the other Soviets draw their weapons and are about to fire when one of the Soviets drops to his knees screaming. Scorpions begin to fill the chamber from the floor.

The Soviets scream and try to run, but their bodies are engulfed. Jones and Abner back up but have no where to go as the scorpions move towards them. Dr. Jones takes the nails from his pocket and instructs Abner to hold one. Dr. Jones tells him to be calm and move forward. Abner is skeptical but his father tells him to trust him. Clutching the nails, they move through the scorpions like the parting of the Red Sea. They quicken their pace as they see the Soviets throw in grenades. They lunge out of the cave just as the explosion hits behind them, sealing the entrance. Getting to their knees, Milton applauds their unwillingness to die. He orders the men to to load the urns onto the chopper. The Arab takes the nails from Jones and Abner. Milton orders the Soviets to line them up and shoot them.

Their backs towards the cave, the Soviets take aim. Shots and explosions hit the Soviets as the Bedouins on horseback, led by Alicia, attack the Soviets. Abner and Jones dive to the side while Jones pulls out his revolver, firing. Abner grabs a gun from a dead Soviet and starts shooting. The Bedouins ride in closer, forcing the Soviets to retreat behind the rocks. The Bedouins and Alicia dismount and take cover. Jones and Abner climb higher among the rocks for a better position. Abner spots Milton heading for the helicopter and leaps off a rock face slamming him to the sand. Both their guns fall to the ground. Milton rolls out of the way and goes for his gun. Abner kicks it out of his hand and punches him in the face. He is about to hit him again when the Arab tackles him from behind.
The Arab holds him while Milton punches Abner in the stomach. The Soviets and Bedouins continue to fire at each other from behind the rocks as the cave site becomes a scene of chaos. Jones jumps down from the rocks and runs to his son. The large Soviet comes from behind a rock and clothes lines him to his back. He kicks his revolver away, picking him up by the shirt and slams him against the rock. Jones kicks the Soviet in the groin and he sinks to his knees. Jones then takes a rock and smashes the Soviet alongside the head.

The Arab continues to punch Abner when Alicia comes riding on her horse and leaps off throwing herself at the Arab. The two crash to the ground as Milton releases his hold on Abner. Abner slumps to the ground breathing heavily. Alicia grabs a gun from the ground and points it at the Arab. Jones runs towards them and Alicia turns to him. The Arab takes his knife and stabs upwards bringing Alicia to her knees, falling to her side, eyes wide. The Arab grabs Alicia's gun and pivots towards Jones firing. Jones falls forward on his stomach, firing at the Arab hitting him repeatedly in the chest. The Arab falls backwards as the gun falls from his hand. Milton grabs the nails from the dead Arab and runs for the helicopter. Jones rushes to Abner's side pulling him to his feet. They check Alicia's body but it is too late. Abner closes her eyes.

They turn their attention towards Milton as the helicopter begins to lift. The large Soviet stumbles his way towards the helicopter and grabs hold of the ski. The helicopter lifts off as the large Soviet pulls himself inside. Jones grabs Alicia's horse and mounts while Abner grabs a rifle and another horse taking the rear. The helicopter ascends higher flying alongside the coast. They ride along side the helicopter firing their guns. The Bedouins kill off the remaining Soviets and join fire at the helicopter as bullets ricochet off its body. The helicopter turns around, firing its guns at Jones and Abner. The bullets pump the ground barely missing them. The helicopter flies past them towards the remaining Bedouins firing its missiles rapidly. Explosions of rock and debris fly through the air as the Bedouins are killed.

The helicopter turns around making another pass, chasing Jones and Abner down the shore firing its guns and missiles in unison. Explosions and bullets descend on them as sand and rock create a mist in the air. The helicopter zooms closer to Jones, firing in rapid succession. he tumbles, head over heels, from his fallen horse. His hat flies in another direction. The helicopter turns around scanning the sandy mist. As the sand clears they see Jones and Abner riding straight for them. Abner stands up on his horse and his father tosses him his whip. He snaps it to its full length around the ski, sailing him into the air. Jones pulls up on the reigns of his horse as the helicopter heads out over the sea. Abner flies through the air as the helicopter swerves trying to knock him off. Holding on tight, he steadily inches his way up higher. The large Soviet fires at Abner as the bullets whiz by his head.

The large Soviet grabs the whip at the ski, trying to loosen it. Milton tosses him one of the nails and orders him to pry it off. Abner feels his hold start to slip. He reaches into his pocket and grabs a grenade swinging it upwards. Startled, the large Soviet unwraps the last of the whip and catches the grenade. In a panic he drops the nail and stretches his arm back to throw out the grenade. Still clutching the whip, Abner slips from the ski and catches the nail in midair. The helicopter explodes, as debris and treasures scatter over the Dead Sea.

Jones dismounts frantically scanning the water for his son. Minutes pass as nothing is seen except the carnage. Jones slumps to his knees hanging his head. The sea is tranquil and peaceful. Jones feels a tap on his shoulder. Looking up, he is startled to see a grinning Abner standing over him. Abner hands his father the whip, from behind his back he presents his father's hat, and places it on his head. Jones gets to his feet. Proudly nodding, he places the hat on Abner's head, and gives him the whip. Abner takes the nail from his pocket and hands it to his father. Jones looks at the nail thoughtfully and then embraces his son. They mount their horses and ride off down the shoreline.
